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Free online professional
development

Become the go-to source for career and college planning.
The Academy has over 30 learning modules on
endorsements, graduation plans, career pathways,
entrance exams, college applications, military academies,
financial aid, and more. These free modules are available
online, and you can review them at your own pace.
Discover our newly revised core competencies and a
helpful professional calendar to guide your
learning all year long!

SAT vs. ACT

blleges typically accept both the SAT and ACT scores equally. Help
btudents evaluate the characteristics of each exam to determine
which best fits their needs.
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Getting Started

Loaded with free resources

Educators love the handouts we include in the Acad
including this one on the SAT versus the ACT. You c4
bookmark these handouts, print them, post them o
and share them with families. The Academy also in

videos. PowerPoint nresentations. and maore greas



My parents are divorced. My mom makes a lot more
money than my dad, but | don't live with her. Whose
income should | report onmy financial aid
application?

In this case, you'd report income information for the parent that
provides the most financial support. Even if you live with your dad,
your mom will be a required contributor if she is your primary
financial provider.
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| don’t have a permanent address. My family was

evicted from our apartment Ist year, and we're still

living with friends and family until we find a more

permanent solution. How do | complete that on
my application?

For now, list the address where you're currently staying. When
completing the application’s Student Dependency Status section, make
sure you correctly answer the questions related to homelessness.
Students who are homeless or at risk of homelessness are considered
independent and don't need to report parent income information. You
should also let your school counselor know so they can help you get the
documentation needed to verify your living situation.
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My mother and I live with my brother and he pays
for our living expenses. Do | use my brother’s
financial aid information to complete my
application?

In the parental income section, report your mother's income and
not your brother’s. Here, you should only report income for a
biological or adoptive parent.

You might need to include your brother’s financial support as part of
your untaxed annual income. However, only do this if your brother
pays you directly (e.g., your brother gives you $200 each month to
pay for bills and rent).
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My parents are not in the United States. They are not
able to provide financial support. | live with relatives.
Whose information should | put on the TASFA?

In this situation, you should only include your own information. Do not
put your relatives’ information in the parent section of the TASFA since
they are not your biological or adoptive parents. You will also need to
explain the situation by submitting letters to any colleges or universities
you consider attending. The colleges or universities may also request
more information after you submit the TASFA.
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My brother and sister live with my mom and dad.
They both work. Do | report their income on my
application?

Your siblings’ income should not be reported on your application.
Just report your parents’ income and your own income.
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| had a child last year. We live with my grandma and
she takes care of us since | don’t have a job yet. How
should | address this on my application?

There are a couple of things you should do:

1.Include your child in your home’s household size

2.1n the student dependency status section, only say you support
your child if you're providing more than half their support. Usually,
this means food and shelter (rent or mortgage). In this case, it

sounds like grandma provides most support because she doesn't
charge you to live with her.
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